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with the Judges: fourthly, that we should make report of all
the proceedings unto the council.. .

[March 30] . . . Moved and urged by a member, touching the
difference now on foot between the King and the House, that
there Is just fear of some great abuse in the late election : that
in his conscience the King hath been much misinformed, and
that he bad too many mismformers, which he prayed God might
be removed or lessened in their number: that now the case of Sir
John Fortescue and Sir Francis Goodwin was become the case
of the whole kihgdom: tliat old lawyers forget, and commonly
interpret the law according to the time; tliat by this course
the free election of the country is taken away, and none shall
be chosen but such as shall please the King arid Council, Let
us therefore, with fortitude, understanding and sincerity, seek
to maintain our privilege . . .

Upon the conclusion of this debate..., the House proceeded
to question; and the first was, i. Q. Whether the House was
resolved in the matter? And the question was'answered by
general voice, That the whole House was resolved, 2. Q.
"Whether the reasons of their proceeding shall be set down in
writing 1 Resolved, That they shall be set down in writing;
and ordered further that a committee should be named for that
purpose . . .

[April 3.] The reasons of the proceeding of the House in
Sir Francis Goodwin's case, penned by the committee, were,
according to former order, brought in by Mr Francis Moore,
and read by the clerk, directed in form of a petition :

To the King's most excellent Majesty ; the humble answer of
the Commons House of Parliament to his Majesty's objtctiuns
in Sir Francis Goodwin's case.

Host gracious, our dear and dreed Sovereign, relation being
made to us by cur Speaker of your Majesty's royal clemency
and patience in hearing us and of your piineely prudence in
discerning, . . . we do in all humbleness reader our most
bounden thanks for the same: protesting, by the bond of our
allegiance, that we never had thought to offend your Majesty;
at whose feet we shall ever lie prostrate, with loyal hearts, to
sacrifice ourselves and all we have for your Majesty's service :
and in this particular, we could find no quiet in our minds, thufe